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INDEPENDENT  LABOUR  PARTY  *■  yoa  Bug. , 
INFORMATION  COMMITTEE.  u.„tr  w"c  2. 


Representing  the  N,A,C. 

H.  C.  Wallhead,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Hamilton. 

R.  C.  Lambert. 

Major  C.  H.  Attlee,  M.A. 

J.  Ramsay  Macdonald 


Executive  Committee.  / 

Representing  the  Members, 

man.  F.  Seymour  Cocks.  ' — 

Councillor  G.  Burgncay.  o 
Reginald  Stamp.  ~ ^ 

i.A.  William  Haywood,  Treasurer. 

Ernest  E.  Hunter,  Secretary. 


OS' 


The  ANNUAL  MEETING  of  the  I.L.P.  INFORMATION 
COMMITTEE  will  be  held  on  SATURDAY,  April  15th,  1922, 
6 15  p.m.,  at  the  CIRCUS  STREET  HALL,  NOTTINGHAM,  to 
consider  the  ANNUAL  REPORT  and  FINANCIAL  STATE- 
MENT  and  to  appoint  Officers  and  Committee  for  1922-23. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1921-22. 

The  year  1921-2  has  been  one  of  steady  growth  in  the  work  and 
usefulness  of  the  Committee ; a growth  reflected  in  increased  affiliations 
and  subscriptions  to  the  Weekly  Notes.  New  lines  of  work,  such  as 
the  Study  Circles,  have  been  thrown  out  with  success  during  the  year, 
and  your  Committee  is  able  to  present  a report  showing  substantial 

progress. 

The  Executive  Committee  has  met  on  six  occasions  during 
1921-22,  and  the  Parliamentary  Sub-Committee  at  frequent  intervals. 
The  Current  Records  Sub-Committee  (J.  Ramsay  ^IcDonald,  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Hamilton,  Reginald  Stamp,  R.  Seymour  Cocks  and  the  Secretary) 
which  supervises  the  Weekly  Notes  has  met  practically  every  week. 

Mr.  Pethick  Lawrence  only  accepted  the  position  of  Treasurer  at 
a time  of  difficulty,  and  that  having  been  surmounted,  he  resigned  in 
July,  1921.  The  Committee  desires  to  put  on  record  its  very  grateful 
thanks.  Unfortunately,  Mr.  William  Haywood  who  succeeded  him  is 
compelled  by  consistent  ill-health  to  retire  at  the  Annual  Meeting.  We 
sincerely  hope  that  he  will  soon  be  completely  recovered. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Emile  Burns  who  had  acted  as  Secretary 
from  the  formation  of  the  Committee  to  March  31st,  1921,  was  to  quote 
the  minute  placed  on  record  accepted  with  the  greatest  regret,  “ as  the 
Committee  regards  his  work  during  the  last  two  years  of  the  highest 
value  to  the  Party.”  Mr.  Ernest  E.  Hunter  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Membership 

Last  year  the  number  of  subscribing  members  was  461.  It  is 
now  500.  Last  year  there  were  120  affiliated  Branches.  This  year 
there  are  244,  more  than  double  the  number.  Increased  affiliations 
include  a number  of  Head  Office  Organisations  who  now  supply  the 
Weekly  Notes  to  their  Speakers  and  Candidates.  Among  them  are  the 
Amalgamated  Engineering  Union,  the  Iron  and  Steel  Trades  Con- 
federation, Railway  Clerks’  Association,  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild, 
Co-operative  Party,  Amalgamated  Society  of  Woodworkers,  etc. 


I n audited  statement  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 
The  exjenditure  for  the  year  has  been  ;^i,263  3S-  lod.,  the  greater 
amount  of  which  has  been  raised  by  the  Committee  from  subscriptions, 
donations,  fees  for  work  done  and  publications.  The  N.A.C.  has  made 
total  grunts  of  ;^3oo  during  the  period  under  review. 

S ubscriptions,  fees  and  donations  have  increased  from  £62()  i6s.  2d. 
in  1920  21  to  £yis  gs.  2d.  in  1921-22.  This  is  largely  due  to  the 
increase  d affiliations  and  small  subscriptions  which  show  the  growing 
apprecii.tion  throughout  the  Labour  Movement  of  the  Committee’s 
work.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Committee  has  this  year  been 
without  two  large  donations  appearing  in  last  year’s  accounts  the  result 
is  espec  ally  gratifying. 

1 o clear  off  outstanding  liabilities  however  at  least  £100  must  be 
raised.  An  earnest  appeal  is  made  to  those  who  can  afford  to  render 
increased  financial  assistance  in  order  that  we  may  not  be  burdened 
during  tae  new  financial  year  with  old  commitments. 

Week  y Notes  for  Speakers 

1 hese  Notes  have  now  reached  No.  155,  and  continue  to  be  the 
most  aj  preciated  portion  of  the  Committee’s  work.  The  circulation 
is  1417  i.s  compared  with  1145  in  March,  1921,  a weekly  increase  of  272 
copies.  The  minimum  annual  subscription  is  los.  This  entitles  the 
subscriber  to  receive  one  copy  of  the  Notes  weekly,  and  any  specific 
informal  ion  he  or  she  requires  from  time  to  time.  Quantities  are  supplied 
on  the  fc  llowing  terms  ; - 15s.  for  three  copies  and  an  additional  2S.  6d.  per 
annum  iDr  each  extra  copy  of  the  Notes  supplied  weekly.  A number  of 
subscribers  have  rendered  valuable  service  by  recommending  the  Notes  to 
their  fri(  nds.  We  shall  always  be  glad  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of 
possible  new  subscribers,  to  whom  specimens  and  particulars  might  be  sent 

Expectations  of  an  early  General  Election  led  the  Committee  to 
announce  that  in  such  an  event  it  would  issue  Daily  Notes  for  Speakers 
on  the  lines  of  those  issued  weekly.  A number  of  preliminary  orders 
have  be<  n placed,  but  there  must  be  considerably  more  if  this  is  to  be  a 
profitable  undertaking. 

Public  itions — Study  Circles 

E uring  the  year  the  Committee  was  responsible  for  the  initiation 
of  a veiy  considerable  I.L.P.  educational  effort,  and  much  time  and 
thought  was  given  to  the  preparation  of  suitable  syllabuses,  and  to 
providing  the  Branches  with  memoranda  as  to  the  most  effective  way 
to  organ  se  Study  Circles.  In  pursuance  of  this  policy  the  Committee 
published  the  following  syllabuses  : — 

(1)  ‘The  History  of  the  I.L.P.”  J.  Ramsay  MacDonald.  (6d.) 

(2)  “ The  Principles  of  Socialism.”  Mary  Agnes  Hamilton.”  (6d.) 

(3)  ‘ Socialism  at  Work.”  Ernest  E.  Hunter.  (6d.) 

for  which  chere  has  been  such  a ready  sale  that  the  stocks  are  now 
almost  exhausted. 

The  publication  of  these  syllabuses  stimulated  I.L.P.  educational 
work  in  ;very  part  of  the  country,  and  although  the  Committee  is  not  in 
possession  of  exact  figures  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  Study  Circles 
and  Grojps  resulted.  In  London  alone  23  such  classes  were  formed. 

Yaur  Committee  contemplates  developing  this  work,  and  has  two 
further  syllabuses  in  hand,  i.e.,  “Socialism  and  Foreign  Affairs.” 
E.  D.  M )rel  and  H.  B.  Lees-Smith  (in  MSS.),  and  “ Industrial  History.” 
Major  C,  R.  Attlee,  M.A. 


Parliamentary  Work 

The  meetings  between  the  members  of  the  I.L.P.  Parliamentary 
Group  and  the  Committee  have  been  continued  at  fairly  regular  intervals, 
and  although  for  a short  time  they  were  in  abeyance,  they  are  now  again 
being  held  weekly,  with  very  fruitful  results.  During  the  last  few  weeks 
there  has  been  a distinct  improvement  in  attendance,  and  the  meetings 
are  serving  a most  useful  purpose  in  knitting  together  members  of  the 
I.L.P.  in  the  House  of  Commons.  As  often  as  possible  we  secure 
that  an  experiericed  ex-Parliamentarian  should  be  present  to  advise  on 
questions  of  policy  and  procedure 

The  Committee  suffered 
Wedgwood,  who  was 
other  duties 


a severe  loss  when  Miss  Phoebe 
giving  full  time  voluntary  service,  left  to  take  up 
Miss  Wedgwood  was  responsible  for  the  drafting  of 
questions  and  general  assistance  to  the  I.L.P.  Parliamentary  Group  and 
the  Committee  owes  her  a debt  of  gratitude  for  her  valuable  assistance. 

Voting  Records 

The  fact  that  the  Committee  can  supply  the  Voting  Records  of 
M.P.s  has  been  more  generally  realised  during  the  year,  and  we  have 
now  provided  I.L  P.  Branches  and  constituency  organisations  with  the 
records  of  73  Members  of  Parliament.  The  record  to  date  consists  of 
14  cards  containing  168  divisions  in  all,  and  extends  over  the  period 
igig-2i.  The  cost  is  14s.,  and  a record  of  any  M.P.  can  be  sent  by 
return  of  post.  During  the  year  we  have  received  £38  2s.  2d.  under 
this  head  as  compared  with  ;^2i  is.  4d.  during  the  previous  year. 

General 

The  department  is  being  increasingly  utilised  for  research  Work 
of  every  description,  and  despite  a limited  staff  deals  with  a large  number 
of  enquiries  week  by  week.  Subscribers  are  encouraged  to  consult 
us  as  to  their  difficulties,  and  although  no  fixed  charges  are  made,  to 
subscribe  as  liberally  as  possible  towards  the  cost  of  such  enquiries. 

The  Committee  feels  it  has  a right  to  be  proud  of  its  year’s  work. 
Despite  the  trade  depression  and  unemployment  which  has  wrecked 
many  other  societies,  its  ordinary  revenue  has  been  substantially 
increased,  and  the  paid  circulation  of  the  Weekly  Notes  has  steadily 
risen.  There  is  indeed  ample  evidence  that  the  Committee  performs  a 
much  needed  function,  and  its  ever  widening  circle  of  influence  gives 
great  hope  for  the  future.  This  success  however  creates  a real  difficultv. 


Piinted  by  Frowde  & Co.  (T.U.  throughout),  242-244,  Old  Kent  Road.S.E. 
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